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Our Mission 
To see the face of Christ in all 
people and to trust Christ in all 
things.   
 
Our Vision 
To inspire growth within our par-
ish by attracting new people with 
our positive energy, educational 
offerings, outreach programs, 
and social and community ser-
vices. This will enable us to hire a 
full-time rector and staff.  When 
the time is right, God will provide 
us with a permanent church 
home. 
 
Our Values 
Christ-Centered:  We believe in 
God ς the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit ς and profess Je-
sus Christ as Savior and Lord. 
Affirm:  We recognize and affirm 
the Episcopal Church as the 
American expression of Anglican-
ism. 
Welcome:  We welcome all peo-
ple into our vibrant fellowship 
and rejoice in the diversity and 
artistic expression we bring to 
our church family. 
Share: We share the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ through service to 
the community. 
Gifts: We are thankful for our 
God-given gifts and will wisely 
and properly use them as re-
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ 
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άAre any among you sick? They 
should call for the elders of the 
church and have them pray 
over them, anointing them 
with oil in the name of the 
Lord. 15The prayer of faith will 
save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise them up; and anyone 
who has committed sins will be 
forgiven. 16Therefore confess 
your sins to one another, and 
pray for one another, so that 
you may be healed. The prayer 
of the righteous is powerful 
ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΦέ  
 James 5:14-16 
 

     I became involved in healing min-
istries when I was a lay person in my 
ŜŀǊƭȅ нлǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ 
Church in Abilene, Texas.  I became a 
member of the local chapter of the 
Order of St. Luke the Physician (an 
international order which focuses on 
healing) and would meet at the 
church twice a month for prayer, 
discussion, singing, and of course 
healing.  I believe that this ministry is 
what deepened my spirituality and 
brought true connection between 
myself and the Holy Spirit.  
     Not everyone who is called to a 
healing ministry has received the gift 
of healing. I do believe, however, 
that everyone has been called to 
participate in this ministry on some 
level. I think I first realized I was not 
only called but possessed a gift for 
healing shortly after joining the min-

ƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 
mean that I have a special power.  It 
simply means that God called me 
early on to participate in the laying 
on of hands and the anointing with 
holy oil prior to ordained ministry. I 
believe that after having grown up 
around much sickness in the family 
and among friends of the family, I 
became more empathetic to the 
needs of others in this cause.  
     In the Order of St. Luke, we follow 
the healing ministry, as revealed in 
the Scriptures, of Jesus.  It is through 
these Scriptures that we work to 
emulate the life of Christ in this min-
istry we have been called to.  It is 
more than just laying hands on 
someone and marking a cross on 
ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƻƭȅ ƻƛƭΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 
about understanding that the Holy 
Spirit is working through you, as an 
instrument, to bring about some sort 
of healing in the life of another.  
 
άIŜŀƭ ƳŜΣ h [hw5Σ ŀƴŘ L ǎƘŀƭƭ 
be healed; Save me, and I shall 
be saved, for You are my 
ǇǊŀƛǎŜΦέ  
 Jeremiah 17-14 

      When I was in my mid-20s, I suf-
fered from a terrible chemical imbal-
ance in the brain.  It was so severe 
that I had to seek medical attention.  
My brain had begun producing very 
little serotonin - which led to insom-
nia, a massive depression and a terri-
ble eating disorder.  It was because 
of this medical situation that I would 
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find myself awake for up to 36 
hours at a time. I would then crash 
and burn, sleeping up to 18 hours 
at a time. When I was awake, I 
would (usually between the hours 
of midnight and 7 a.m.) eat every-
thing in the house that I could find 
ς I ballooned up to well over 200 
pounds. A trip to the doctor re-
vealed that my cholesterol level 
was at 500 ς a number that 
alarmed the medical provider to 
almost place me in the hospital. 
My body was out of control.  
     One morning, the other shoe 
dropped.  I found myself having to 
seek medical attention which 
would result in four months of re-
habilitation.  It was during this 
time that I had to give up my secu-
lar job at BlueCross and Blue-
Shield.  In addition, the parish I 
was serving at for less than a year 
suffered along with me as some 
Sundays I had to request a supply 
priest to assist.  It was during 
these four months that God di-
rected me to people who helped 
in the healing process ς doctors, 
health counselors, and fellow 
clergy.  It was during this time that 
I learned that having a color 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ƴȅ ƴŜŎƪ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ άǎŀǾŜέ ƳŜ 
from situations that others find 
themselves in ς the same types of 
situations that I have prayed over 
others for relief from. It is in my 
humanity that God revealed God-
self.  I saw my nothingness in my-
self and re-evaluated who I was 
called to be in Christ.  
     I was healed from that horrible 
experience. I was healed in my 
body, my mind, my spirit. I still 
take medication to maintain 

wholeness, for which I am thank-
ful. I have never been unwell like 
that since. I saw truth in my own 
experience from Psalms 30:2 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀŘǎΣ άh [hw5 Ƴȅ DƻŘΣ L 
cried out to You, And You healed 
ƳŜΦέ  !ƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ 
God called me back into the heal-
ing ministry to lay hands on the 
sick and to anoint them with the 
holy oil.  

 
άCƻǊ L ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǘƻ 
you, and your wounds I will 
heal, says the LORD, because 
they have called you 
an ƻǳǘŎŀǎǘΥ ΨLǘ ƛǎ ½ƛƻƴΤ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ 
ŎŀǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΗΩέ  
 Jeremiah 30:17 
 

     It is amazing the healing that 
we are seeing taking place at St. 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎΗ ²ƘŜƴ L ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ 
the parish in late January of 2009, 
there were just a handful of peo-
ple who would request anointing 
during communion. Now, we have 
at least 50% (if not more) of the 
congregation who is being 
anointed during the communion.  
We have heard many a praise re-
port from our parishioners who 
ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ άaȅ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ƛǎ 
ƴƻǘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΧέ ƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ L 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǊ ŀǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƴŜΧέ ƻǊ 
άaȅ ŘƛŀōŜǘŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΧέ 
These are called praise reports (at 
ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨŜƳ ƛƴ 
the Baptist Church)! 
     The parish has also healed from 
the pain of loss ς caused by the 
ŜȄŎƛǎƛƻƴ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ 
November 2008 when the parish 
separated in two.  This healing has 
not been easy and many are still 
being healed from the pain as rela-
tionships have been severed. One 
thing is for sure, we are a close-

knit family who believes in lifting 
one another up when one of us is 
down and continuously holding 
one another in our hearts in 
prayer.  Do you know how stress 
free that is for a priest (rector or 
not)?  
     additionally, we have started a 
ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ 
aside from the Sunday service, 
where those involved have been 
studying the healing scriptures of 
the New Testament. We have 
been meeting once a month for a 
healing service, which has at-
tracted different folks ς some of 
them who are from other parishes 
in the diocese. And each week I 
have been visiting with several 
people in their homes, nursing 
homes or in the hospital who have 
requested anointing and commun-
ion ς as an extension of the heal-
ƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ŀǎ 
well as through my involvement in 
the Order of St. Michael the Arch-
angel (a Benedictine Order I be-
long to, which I will write about in 
another edition of Spiritus).  
     It is a beauty to see that St. 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ 
a building, structured by stone, 
mortar and stained glass. We are a 
church without walls who are 
called to take the message of the 
risen Christ to the people. Thank 
you for allowing me to share my 
gifts of God with you and thank 
you for sharing your gifts of God 
with me.  

In Christ, 
Fr. Thomas+ 

 
NOTE: If you or someone you know 
would like to receive communion 
or anointing, please contact Father 
Thomas at  
817-784-5132.  

Continued from Page 1 
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      Thanks to everyone who partici-
pated in the parish survey.  Once tabu-
lated, the responses to the questions 
will be shared not only with the Vestry 
but the congregation as a whole.  As 
half of the year has passed, it is time to 
start thinking about next year.  Three 
members of the Vestry will have com-
pleted their three year term so I am 
asking you to start considering if you 
would be willing to run for the Vestry.  
We will probably hold our Vestry elec-

tion in the fall this year in order to allow 
the new Vestry members to participate 
in the budgeting process and to insure a 
smooth transition of all Vestry oversight 
responsibilities.  Please let me or any 
other Vestry member know if you are 
interested in serving our parish in this 
capacity. 

          Ken Hood 
Senior Warden 

     Hello all you Magnificent Speci-
mens of Human Beings!  My name is 
Valerie Armstrong, and for those 
ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƳŜΣ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ 
sneezer that sits with Joe on the 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΗ  LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ 
to figure out what to say in a writ-
ten meet and greet, but I will in-
ŎƭǳŘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΧΦ L ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ 
on the 3rd floor fire escape of Harris 
Hospital sometime in the Middle 
Ages.  I was a preemie and my par-
ents were panicked.  I came into this 
life with chaos and I tend to operate 
that way!   
     I have my college degrees in psy-
chology and rehabilitation counsel-
ing, and have done many tasks un-
der the helping umbrella.  You know 
how you look back through your life 
and feel like you have gone so far 
off center from how you originally 
planned it?  When you look back 
later, you realize you ARE on the 
path ς not yours- but HIS!.   
     I grew up in an alcoholic house-
hold with a loving mom and a cold 
father.  I had a childhood head in-
jury.  I got divorced.  I am nearing 
retirement age with no means of 
retirement ever!  None of that was 
MY path.  But every valley, every 
detour, has made me who I am to-
ŘŀȅΧ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ L 

do.  I have worked 
many years at the 
Centre for Neuro 
Skills, a brain injury 
rehabilitation facil-
ity.  I have been a 
case manager, a 
counselor, a vision 
therapist, a mar-
keter and now I am 
doing all of the 
above plus am a 
Training & Develop 
Liaison.  It is very 
hard work, but it is 
the mission God has given me.  I 
know, because when I had my own 
counseling practice for 5 years I 
dreamed about it every week!  I 
came to find God and Christ be-
cause of this job and the day the 
Holy Spirit came to see me. 
     My hobby is acting and some of 
you have seen me on the stage in 
Grapevine or Bedford.  I got to know 
Deb V. through a murder mystery 
troupe during which I died, killed 
and plotted with for several 
months.  Acting was my childhood 
refuge from home, and it has been 
an exhausting, but good friend ever 
since. 
     My daughter Diana, whom some 
of you know, recently got married.  

The wedding was awesome and she 
has turned out to be a lovely, caring 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ 
me much lately because of wedding 
plans and work demands, but I am 
getting back!  I met my best friend 
and soul mate in 2006 ς Joe Paar.  
He makes me laugh every day ς no 
matter what.  My joy was when he 
started going to church with me.   
     I love my St. Stephens family and 
I hope to get to know more of you 
in the months and years to come. 
 

Love and Light, 
Valerie 
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The Episcopal Church 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
The Episcopal Church and the 
Anglican Communion 
June 07, 2010  

The following is another in a se-
ries of talking points prepared as 
a resource for The Episcopal 
Church. 

The Episcopal Church 

¶ The Episcopal Church is an 
autonomous church which is 
a member of the worldwide 
Anglican Communion, serving 
God and working together to 
spread through word and ac-
tion the good news of God in 
Christ.    

¶ The Episcopal Church has 
over 7400 congregations in 
109 dioceses plus three re-
gional areas in 16 countries 
with 2.2 million members.  

¶ The Episcopal Church has 
members in the United 
States, as well as in Colom-
bia, the Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras, Mi-
cronesia, Puerto Rico, Tai-
wan, Venezuela, the Virgin 
Islands, and the Convocation 
of Churches in Europe.  

¶ The Presiding Bishop and Pri-
mate of The Episcopal Church 
is the Most Rev. Katharine 
Jefferts Schori, the first 
woman to lead The Episcopal 
Church as well as any of the 

38 provinces of the Anglican 
Communion.    

¶ Since the end of the Ameri-
can Revolution (when Ameri-
can Episcopalians became 
independent from the Church 
of England), The Episcopal 
Church has been organized 
on three levels: with a Gen-
eral Convention on the na-
tional level, individual dio-
ceses, and parishes.  

¶ General Convention, made 
up of the House of Bishops 
and the House of Deputies, 
has ultimate legislative au-
thority.  It authored (and con-
tinues to amend) the 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ Ŝǎǘŀōπ
lishes the Book of Common 
Prayer, sets out rules for the 
ratification of bishops, and 
through its canonical actions 
sets forth governance of the 
Church.  

The Anglican Communion 

¶ There are 38 Provinces in the 
worldwide Anglican Com-
munion with over 70 million 
members.   

¶ The Episcopal Church is a 
member province, as are oth-
ers including the Anglican 
Church of Canada; Anglican 
Church of Australia; Igreja 
Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil; 
Iglesia Anglicana de la Region 
Central de America; The 
Church of England; The 
Church of Ireland; The Nip-
pon Sei Ko Kai (The Anglican 
Communion in Japan); The 
Episcopal Church in Jerusa-
lem & The Middle East; The 
Anglican Church of Kenya; La 
Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico; 

The Church of Nigeria; The 
Episcopal Church in the Phil-
ippines; The Scottish Episco-
pal Church; Anglican Church 
of Southern Africa; Iglesia 
Anglicana del Cono Sur de 
America; The Episcopal 
Church of the Sudan; The 
Church in the Province of the 
West Indies.  

¶ The member churches of the 
Anglican Communion are 
joined together by choice in 
love, and have no direct au-
thority over one another.   

¶ The Most Rev. Rowan Wil-
liams is the 104th Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Primate of the 
Church of England. While ac-
knowledged as first among 
equals and spiritual head of 
the Anglican Communion, the 
Archbishop does not have 
direct authority over any An-
glican Church outside of the 
Church of England.  

¶ In the Worldwide Anglican 
Communion, there are four 
άLƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛǘȅέΥ 

- The Archbishop of 
Canterbury in his in-
ternational role as 
primus inter pares, 
the senior bishop in 
the Anglican Com-
munion. 

- The Lambeth Con-
ference which meets 
every 10 years, for 
the bishops of the 
Anglican Commun-
ion. At the 2008 
Lambeth Confer-
ence, Presiding 
Bishop Jefferts 
Schori and the bish-
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ops of The Episcopal 
Church, except for 
Bishop Gene Robin-
son of New Hamp-
shire, were invited 
to attend. 

- The Primates Meet-
ings which are regu-
lar meetings for the 
senior archbishops 
and bishops of the 
38 Provinces.  As Pri-
mate of The Episco-
pal Church, Presiding 
Bishop Jefferts 
Schori is therefore a 
member of this 
group. 

- The Anglican Con-
sultative Council 
(ACC) which meets 
every three years or 
so, and includes 
bishops, clergy and 
laity, as members 
appointed or elected 
by the 38 provinces 
of the Communion. 
The next ACC meet-
ing is scheduled for 
2012 in New Zea-
land. 

¶ On the Standing Com-
mittee of the Anglican 
Communion, Presiding 
Bishop Katharine Jef-
ferts Schori represents 
the Primates of the 
Americas and Bishop 
Ian Douglas represents 
the Anglican Consulta-
tive Council.   

 
 

The proposed Anglican Cove-
nant 

¶ There has been much discus-
sion and some controversy 
about a proposed Anglican 
Covenant.   

¶ The idea for an Anglican 
Covenant was first rooted in 
the 2004 Windsor Report 
(paragraphs 113-120). Since 
that time, there have been 
studies, papers, and reports 
on this topic. The current 
document under considera-
tion was presented to the 
Anglican Consultative Council 
in May 2009 and is referred 
to as the Ridley Cambridge 
text, with a section revision 
released December 2009.    

¶ In The Episcopal Church, Gen-
eral Convention is the body 
which would approve or re-
ject the Anglican Cove-
nant.  The earliest that Gen-
eral Convention could con-
sider it is at its next meeting 
in 2012.  

 
Quotes from the history books 

¶ Presiding Bishop William 
White, the first Presiding 
Bishop of The Episcopal 
Church (1789), said that the 
Church of which he was a 
prime architect was to con-
ǘŀƛƴ άǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴǘ ǇǊƛƴŎƛπ
ples of the Church of Eng-
land, and yet independent of 
foreign jurisdiction or influ-
ŜƴŎŜΦέ  

¶ Archbishop of Canterbury 
Charles Thomas Longley, who 
convened the first Lambeth 
Conference, said in 1867:  άLǘ 

has never been contem-
plated that we should as-
sume the functions of a gen-
eral synod of all the Churches 
in full communion with the 
Church of England, and take 
upon ourselves to enact can-
ons that should be binding 
upon those here repre-
sented. We merely propose 
to discuss matters of practi-
cal interest, and pronounce 
what we deem expedient in 
resolutions which may serve 
as safe guides to future ac-
ǘƛƻƴΦέ   

¶ Archbishop of Canterbury 
Campbell Tait noted in 1875 
about the Lambeth Confer-
ŜƴŎŜΥ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
whatever on the part of any-
body to gather together the 
Bishops of the Anglican 
Church for the sake of defin-
ing any matter of doctrine. 
Our doctrines are contained 
in our formularies, and our 
formularies are interpreted 
by the proper judicial au-
thorities, and there is no in-
tention whatever at any such 
gathering that questions of 
doctrine should be submitted 
for interpretation in any fu-
ture Lambeth Conference any 
more than they were at the 
previous Lambeth Confer-
ŜƴŎŜΦέ  

Resolution 49c from the 1930 
Lambeth Conference notes: 
ά/ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƻƳπ
munion are bound together not 
by a central legislative and ex-
ecutive authority, but by mutual 
loyalty sustained through the 
common counsel of the bishops 
ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦέ 
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 Celebrating Birthdays Celebrating Birthdays   

& Anniversaries& Anniversaries  

in May, June, & Julyin May, June, & July  
5/1τJim Taulli 

5/4τMark Daly 
5/4τKaren Daugherty 

5/5τNancy Drew 
5/13τJoyce Sharp 

5/15τAileen Garrett 
5/19τWhitneyy Lee 

5/26τBrenda Nevrkla 
5/29τKen Hood 

5/30τDiane and Lonnie Snow 
 

6/6  - Ada & Russell Stephens 
6/10τCindy Taulli 

6/10τLisa & Mark Daly 
6/15τKatrina Daugherty 

6/15  - Wayne Doucet 
6/16τDebbie Vardell 

6/18τMaria Rios 
6/18τBarn & Mike Cutter 

6/20τDeanna & Vernon Gotcher 
6/23τBrandon Fisher 

6/24τBrian Daugherty 
6/25τMadelyn Drew 

6/26τCraig Fisher 
6/30τValerie Armstrong 

 
7/7τBruce Watson 
7/13τHaley Doucet 
7/15τCharlie Lakins 

7/21τVernon Gotcher 
7/22τAnna Fisher 

7/28τConnor Snow 
 

{ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
 

Rev. Dr. Vernon Gotcher 
Interim Rector 

Rev. Slaven Manning 
Associate 

Rev. Thomas Squiers, CSB, OSM 
Healing Ministry 

 
Vestry 

 
Ken Hood, Senior Warden (2012) 
David Lowder, Treasurer (2011) 

Lanette Carpenter (2012) 
Wayne Doucet (2012) 
Lou Durham (2013) 

Peggy Gagliardi (2013) 
Marilyn Jones (2011) 

Floyd McKneely (2011) 
Betty Torrence (2013) 

 
Delegate/Alternate 

 
Marilyn Jones, Delegate 

Floyd McKneely, Delegate 
Diane Snow, 1st Alternate 

Spencer Mabry, 2nd Alternate 
 

Communications Director 
 

Debbie Vardell 
ststephensec@att.net  

 
Music Director 

 
Adam Wood 

adam.michael.wood@gmail.com  
 

The Spiritus is published for the Members and 
CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 
Hurst, Texas. If you would like to submit arti-
cles or information, please contact Debbie 

Vardell at ststephensec@att.net. 

mailto:ststephensec@att.net
mailto:adam.michael.wood@gmail.com
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     In the January 2010 edition of 
Spiritus, Spencer Mabry shared the 
following article about Education 
for Ministry (EfM).  It is being re-
printed here because the time has 
come to consider participation in 
the program. If you have any ques-
tions or would like more informa-
tion about the upcoming class, 
please contact Spencer. 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Yƴƻǿ ¸ƻǳέ ǘƘŀǘ L 
wrote last month for the Spiritus, I 
mentioned a program called Educa-
tion for Ministry. After many years 
of there not being an active pres-
ence in the diocese of Fort Worth, 
Education for Ministry returned last 
summer with four active groups, 
ƻƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎΦ .ǳǘ 
what is Education for Minis-
try?  Here is a brief overview of Efm. 
After reading about it, if you have 
ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ 
me. 
  
Purpose 
  
     Every baptized person is called to 
ministry. The Education for Ministry 
(EfM) program provides people with 
the education to carry out that min-
istry. 
      During the Service of Confirma-
tion we ask God to "Renew in these 
your servants the covenant you 
made with them at Baptism. Send 
them forth in the power of the Spirit 

to perform the service you set be-
fore them." EfM offers an opportu-
nity to discover how to respond to 
the call to Christian service. 
  
The History and Scope of EfM 
  
     The Education for Ministry pro-
gram began with a vision of enroll-
ing a few hundred students. Within 
a few years it developed into a pro-
gram reaching several thousand 
students with groups around the 
globe. 
      In addition to EfM groups 
throughout the USA, EfM can be 
found in Germany, Great Britain, 
New Zealand, Australia, Canada, the 
Bahamas, Hong Kong, Italy, and 
Switzerland. 
      Over 70,000 persons have par-
ticipated in the program, and in the 
United States more than 22,000 
have completed the full four years. 
The 2006 USA enrollment reached 
more than 8,000. More than eighty 
dioceses of the Episcopal Church as 
well as other denominations have 
contractual arrangements with EfM. 
  
Our Call to Minister in the World 
  
     Lay persons face the difficult and 
often subtle task of interpreting the 
richness of the church's faith in a 
complex and confusing world. They 
need a theological education which 
supports their faith and also teaches 

them to express that faith in day-to-
day events. As the emphasis on lay 
ministry has grown, EfM has come 
to play an important role by provid-
ing a program that develops an in-
formed and knowledgeable laity. 
      The EfM program does not 
evaluate or recommend individuals 
for ordination. Many people think 
that one must be ordained in order 
to be "a minister." The fact is that 
all baptized Christians are called to 
be active participants in the 
church's total ministry. This TOTAL 
MINISTRY is nothing less than the 
exercise of the church's vocation to 
continue the ministry of Jesus. He 
reconciled the world to God. We are 
called to incarnate that reconcilia-
tion in our own time and in our own 
place through worship, service to 
others, and by proclamation of 
God's Word to all people. 
      The EfM program is preparation 
for the ministry to which we all are 
called. It is that vocation for which 
we pray at the end of the eucharist: 
"And now, Father, send us out to do 
the work you have given us to do, to 
love and serve you as faithful wit-
nesses of Christ our Lord." 
      The preparation for ordination 
vows usually takes place at a resi-
dential seminary. There candidates 
develop their knowledge of Holy 
Scripture and theology and grow in 
the skills of preaching, leading wor-
ship, and administering the church's 
sacraments, as well as in their ability 
to be spiritual directors. The EfM 
program does not teach these skills. 
 
The Program 
  
The Seminar Group 
 
     The seminar group is the nucleus 
of the Education for Ministry pro-
gram. A group consists of six to 
twelve participants and a trained 
mentor who meet weekly over the 

http://www.efmuk.org.uk/
http://www.efmuk.org.uk/
mailto:trevors@connexus.net.au
http://www.pacificcoast.net/~efm-canada
http://www.efmuk.org.uk/
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course of a nine-month academic 
year. These meetings are usually 
from two and a half to three hours 
in length. 
     Through study, prayer, and re-
flection, EfM groups move toward a 
new understanding of the fullness 
of God's kingdom. This process can 
be illustrated by a two-rail fence. 
One rail is the Christian tradition. 
The other is the collective experi-
ence of the group's members. The 
rails are linked by fence posts which 
represent the seminar sessions 
where life and study meet. The 
fence is grounded in the soil of 
regular worship which is vital to the 
life of the group. 
 
Study 
 
     Participants are given weekly as-
signments to study with the help of 
resource guides. Students are re-
sponsible for setting their own 
learning goals. They spend between 
two and four hours in study and 
preparation each week. In the semi-
nars members have an opportunity 
to share their insights and discover-
ies as well as to discuss questions 
which the study materials raise for 
them. 
 
Reflection 
 
     Through discussion and guided 
reflection, the seminars furnish an 
opportunity to deepen understand-
ing of the reading materials. 
     More important is the develop-
ment of skills in theological reflec-
tion. The goal is to learn to think 
theologically. By examining their 
own beliefs and their relationship to 

our culture and the tradition of our 
Christian faith, participants can 
learn what it means to be effective 
ministers in the world. In coming to 
terms with the notion that every-
thing we do has potential for mani-
festing the love of Christ, we dis-
cover that our ministry is at hand 
wherever we turn. 
 
Worship 
 
     The seminar is supported by a life 
of prayer and regular worship. EfM 
groups are encouraged to develop a 
pattern of worship appropriate to 
their situations. Liturgical materials 
are furnished with the course mate-
rials.  
 
The Mentor 
  
     Seminar groups work under the 
leadership of mentors who contract 
to serve as guides and administra-
tors. They are not teachers in the 
traditional sense who are expected 
to impart information about the 
Christian tradition. The role of the 
teacher is built into the program 
materials. 
     As administrator of an EfM 
group, the mentor is the person 
through whom the group communi-
cates with the Programs Center. A 
mentor must work as an enabler 
rather than as an informer of peo-
ple. Mentors may be lay or ordained 
persons. Criteria by which mentors 
are selected include: having experi-
ence in serious religious study, hav-
ing a familiarity with methods of 
biblical scholarship, possessing a 
mature faith, being able to live with 
the ambiguity within the interpreta-
tions of the biblical tradition, pos-
sessing skills which help a group to 
develop its own life, and demon-
strating a willingness to perform 
administrative duties.  

 

EfM Enrollment & Fees 
  
     The Education for Ministry pro-
gram is a four-year curriculum. Each 
"year" is a nine-month cycle of 
study. Students enroll for one cycle 
at a time. Groups may enroll in any 
month from September through 
May. We do not enroll students or 
new groups in June, July, or August. 
     Each EfM group must be finan-
cially viable; therefore, groups must 
have a minimum of six students. To 
maintain an effective learning envi-
ronment and to provide participa-
tion for everyone, EfM groups may 
not have more than twelve partici-
pants. 
     At the time of enrollment partici-
pants pay the full year's fee. In the 
case of a move during the academic 
cycle, a participant may transfer to 
another group. 
 
Contents of the Four Years 
  
     Participants in the EfM program 
study the entire sweep of the Chris-
tian tradition from the earliest pe-
riod to the present. Participants 
learn the disciplines of biblical exe-
gesis and interpretation, systematic 
theology, church history, ethics, li-
turgics, and scetical theology. 
     The traditional content is not 
studied in a vacuum. Students be-
long to small "communities of learn-
ing" in which the events of each 
person's life may be examined in 
the light of the materials being stud-
ied. While the course materials pro-
vide substantial academic content, 
the focus of the program is on life as 
ministry and understanding that 
ministry. EfM provides Christians 
with that basic skill which is the 
foundation of all Christian ministry -
- theological reflection. In doing 
this, participants sharpen their skills 
of personal and cultural assessment 
and enhance abilities to be effective 
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in a variety of ministries. 
     Outline of the Reading Materials: 
The program recommends thirty-six 
group meetings during the course of 
an academic cycle. New members 
begin with the first lesson of year 
one. Participants in the same group 
may be studying at different levels. 
They read thirty-four chapters of 
academic content and five common 
lessons which help the group to get 
started, to learn to reflect theologi-
cally, and to develop its spirituality. 
 

The First Year 
     The Old Testament: Overview of 
the History of Israel ω The Book of 
Genesis ω The Themes of Creation, 
Sin, Judgement, and Redemption ω 
Beginning the Study of Theology, 
Ethics, and Liturgics ω The Exodus-
Sinai Event and the Establishment of 
the Tribal Confederacy in Canaan ω 
The Covenant of God with His Peo-
ple ω The Books of Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Joshua, Judges, and 1 
Samuel ω The Books of 2 Samuel, 2 
Kings, Deuteronomy, Amos, Hosea, 
Micah, Isaiah of Jerusalem, 
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel ω Exilic and 
Post-Exilic Judaism ω Judaism and 
the Beginning of Christianity ω Sec-
ond Isaiah ω Ezra and Nehemiah ω 
The Chronicler ω The Psalter ω The 
Wisdom Literature ω The Macca-
bean Revolt ω Judaism and the 
World of Jesus  
 

The Second Year 
The New Testament: Greek Cul-
ture ω The Roman Empire ω Judaism 
and the Second Temple ω Galilee ω 
Biblical "Criticism" and the Gos-
pels ω The Gospels of Mark, Mat-
thew, and Luke ω The Gospel of 

John ω The Life of Jesus ω The 
Mighty Acts of Jesus ω The Cross of 
Jesus ω The Exaltation of Jesus ω The 
Acts of the Apostles ω The Pauline 
Christianity and the Epistles ω The 
Letters of John ω The Revelation of 
John ω Hebrews ω 1 Peter and 
James ω 2 Peter and Jude  
 

The Third Year 
 Church History: The Early Church 
Fathers ω Gnosticism ω Montanism ω 
The Apologists ω Irenaeus ω Clement 
and Origen ω The Great Cappado-
cians ω Athanasius ω Tertullian to 
Augustine ω bƛŎŜŀ ǘƻ /ƘŀƭŎŜŘƻƴ ω 
Early Liturgies ω Spirituality: Monas-
ticism, Mysticism, and Prayer ω The 
Medieval Church ω Aquinas and 
Bonaventure ω Secularism, Religous 
Descent ω The Reformation: Luther 
and Calvin ω The Catholic Reforma-
tion ω The Radical Reformation ω 
Anglicanism, Puritanism, Pietism ω 
The Seventeenth and Eighteenth 
Centuries ω The Industrial Revolu-
tion ω John Wesley: The Methodist 
Church  
 

The Fourth Year 
Theological Choices: Nineteenth-
Century Anglicanism ω American 
Church History ω The Emergence of 
Modern Religious Thought ω The 
Rise of Science ω Kant, Schleier-
macher, Hegel, Kierkegaard, Sartre, 
Camus, Whitehead ω Tillich, Nie-
buhr, Moltmann, Cobb, Pittenger ω 
Modernism ω The Rise of Biblical 
Criticism ω Ritschl, Barth, 
Bultmann ω De-Mythologizing and 
Neo-Orthodoxy ω The Rise of Funda-
mentalism ω The Liturgical Move-
ment ω Liberation ω Christianity and 
Religious Pluralism ω Non-Christian 
Religions ω Twenty-first Century 
Challenges  

{ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ IǳǊǎǘ !ǘ ²ƻǊƪ 
 
     St. Stephen's, Hurst, has been 
busy working at the Union Gospel 
Mission in Fort Worth. The Out-
reach Committee assisted two 
clients who live at the mission by 
painting and decorating their liv-
ing quarters there. 
The Union Gospel Mission pro-
vides living quarters on their site 
to particular individuals and then 
assists them in making transition 
into a permanent residence once 
the client is ready to do so. There 
is no limit on timeframe when the 
transition is to take place. 
     "We had fun painting the 
rooms. Knowing that we were 
helping two people out and mak-
ing them feel better about their 
surroundings was an equal bless-
ing to all of us," Jason Tardiff, Out-
reach Committee Chairperson 
said. 
     The paint used was donated by 
Sherwin-Williams in Fort Worth. 
Some other items were donated 
by Outreach Committee mem-
bers, but most items were pur-
chased separately. All items that 
were placed as part of the decor 
will be taken with the client when 
each is ready to transition into a 
permanent dwelling. 
     St. Stephen's has been very ac-
tive working in the greater com-
munity, including assisting with 
meal preparation at Ronald 
McDonald House, taking up per-
sonal products at the Women's 
Shelter, and providing gift cards to 
supply the Rector's discretionary 
fund (to aid those in extreme/
immediate need). 
 

See Photos on Page 11! 
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2011 Budget  
Preparations Begin 

      
      Diocesan Finance Committee members Bob 
Hicks of St. Christopher Episcopal Church in Fort 
Worth and David Leedy of All Saints' Episcopal 
Church in Fort Worth are heading up prepara-
tion of the diocesan budget for 2011. The proc-
ess is beginning now in order to provide every-
one in the Diocese an opportunity to get in-
volved. It is important that ministries and pro-
grams begin defining their plans and budget 
needs for 2011. Over the next three months the 
Finance committee will be working with and 
collecting information from the Diocesan Office, 
the Deaneries, ministries, commissions and 
committees. 
You do not need to wait on the Finance Com-
mittee to contact you. Budget plans and cost 
Information/questions should be sent to Bob 
Hicks at rwhicks2005@sbcglobal.net and David 
Leedy at djleedy@sbcglobal.net. Also you may 
contact Bob Hicks on his cell phone at 817-602-
3914. The preliminary budget will be presented 
at deanery and Executive Council meetings for 
explanation and revision prior to its approval at 
the 2010 Diocesan Convention in November. 

¶ July 6 ς Daughters of the King ς aŀǊƛƭȅƴ WƻƴŜǎΩ ƘƻƳŜΣ тΥлл 
p.m. Note Meetings are now being held on the first Tuesday of 
each month. 

¶ July 10 ς Safeguarding God's Children training, 9:00 a.m. ς 
12:00 noon at Trinity Episcopal Church, Fort Worth 

¶ July 10 ς Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Dixie House Café ς 8:00 
a.m. 

¶ July 11 ς ±ŜǎǘǊȅ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ .ŜǘǘȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ς 2:00 p.m. 
July 12-16 ς VBS at Trinity-Fort Worth, 9:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
http://www.episcopaldiocesefortworth.org/vbsplans-2010.htm 

¶ July 14 ς Commission on Ministry, 6:00 p.m. at Trinity Episco-
pal Church, Fort Worth 

¶ July 15 ς Standing Committee Meeting 

¶ July 16 ς IŜŀƭƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ 5ƛŀƴŜ ϧ [ƻƴƴƛŜ {ƴƻǿΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ тΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

¶ July 17 ς {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ .h{! CƛǎƘƛƴƎ ¢ǊƛǇ 

¶ July 17 ς Outreach Committee Meeting, Time and Location TBA 

¶ July 19 ς Corporation Board meeting, 4:00 p.m. at St. Christopher 

¶ July 24 ς Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Dixie House Café, 8:00 a.m. 

Stephen Ministry  
Training Scheduled 

 
     All Saints, Fort Worth, will be starting a 
Stephen Ministry training class beginning Septem-
ber 7. Classes are held the first and third Tuesday 
night of each month from 6:30-9:00 p.m. in the 
Youth House on the corner of Pentecost and Dex-
ter, across the street from the church. Any parish 
or faith community who are currently registered 
Stephen Ministry congregations are invited to 
participate in this training. For more information 
about this vital ministry, please contact Mary 
Shannon, Stephen Ministry Coordinator at All 
Saints, 817/732-3064 or at maryellenshan-
non@att.net. There is no charge for the training, 
but each congregation will need to supply their 
own training materials. 

mailto:rwhicks2005@sbcglobal.net
mailto:djleedy@sbcglobal.net
http://www.episcopaldiocesefortworth.org/vbsplans-2010.htm

